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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD OF SELECTIVE
FLUID PATTERN DISTRIBUTION

RELATED APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/833,684, filed on Jun. 11, 2013, pending,
the entirety of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Some fluid distributors, such as, but not limited to show-
erheads, faucet attachments, and/or water hose attachments
are configured to allow selection between two or more fluid
output patterns. In some cases, selection between two fluid
output patterns requires pushing and/or pulling a portion of
the fluid distributor generally along an output direction of the
fluid distributor. In other cases, selection between a first fluid
output pattern and a second fluid output pattern requires rotat-
ing a portion of the fluid distributor generally about an output
direction of'the fluid distributor in only one of two directions.
For example, switching from a first fluid output pattern to a
second fluid output pattern may require twisting a portion of
the fluid distributor in a first direction as opposed to in a
second direction opposite the first direction.

SUMMARY

In some embodiments, a fluid distributor is disclosed as
comprising a component configured for selective rotation
about a central axis of the fluid distributor, a fluid input, a first
fluid output in selective fluid communication with the fluid
input, and a second fluid output in selective fluid communi-
cation with the fluid input, wherein rotation of the component
in a first direction about the central axis alternates selection
between the first fluid output and the second fluid output and
atleast one of (1) the component is configured to rotate about
the central axis by at least 360° in the first direction and such
rotation of the component about the central axis by at least
360° provides at least four alternations between selection of
the first fluid output and the second fluid output and (2)
selection of the second fluid output is the next available fluid
output for selection in response to rotating the component
about the central axis away from a position of the component
in which the first fluid output is selected.

In other embodiments, a method of selectively distributing
a fluid is disclosed as comprising providing a fluid to a fluid
input and providing a component that allows selection
between a first fluid output and a second fluid output in
response to rotation of the component about an axis, wherein
when the component is in a position in which the first fluid
output is selected (1) the next available fluid output selection
in response to rotation of the component about the axis in a
first direction is the second fluid output and (2) the next
available fluid output selection in response to rotation of the
component about the axis in a second direction is the second
fluid output.

Inyet other embodiments, a fluid distributor is disclosed as
comprising a fluid flow divider plate comprising a plurality of
first internal passages a plurality of second internal passages
wherein the plurality of first internal passages and the plural-
ity of second passages are alternatingly disposed next to each
other about the central axis so that each of the first internal
passages is substantially angularly bounded in both directions
by second internal passages and so that each of the second
internal passages is substantially angularly bounded in both
directions by first internal passages. The fluid distributor fur-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

ther comprises a plurality of fluid flow selection seals dis-
posed upstream relative to the fluid flow divider plate and a
fluid distribution plate disposed between the plurality of fluid
flow selection seals and the fluid flow divider plate, wherein
the fluid distribution plate comprises a plurality of fluid dis-
tribution apertures configured for selective angular alignment
with the plurality of fluid flow selection seals in response to
rotation of the component about the central axis.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to the
following brief description, taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings and detailed description, wherein
like reference numerals represent like parts.

FIG. 1 is an orthogonal side view of a fluid distributor
according to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 2 is an orthogonal bottom view ofthe fluid distributor
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an orthogonal exploded side view of the fluid
distributor of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an oblique view of a fluid flow divider plate of the
fluid distributor of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is an orthogonal top view of the fluid flow divider
plate of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is an oblique top view of a fluid distribution plate of
the fluid distributor of FIG. 4;

FIG. 7 is an orthogonal cross-sectional side view of the
fluid distributor of FIG. 1 configured to flow fluid through a
second fluid output; and

FIG. 8 is an orthogonal cross-sectional side view of the
fluid distributor of FIG. 1 configured to flow fluid through a
first fluid output.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This disclosure provides, in some embodiments, systems
and methods for (1) selectively outputting a fluid flow in a first
fluid output pattern as opposed to a second output pattern by
rotating a portion of a fluid distributor in either of a first
direction and a second direction that is opposite the first
direction, (2) repeatedly alternating between a first fluid out-
put pattern and a second fluid output pattern by repeatedly
rotating a portion of a fluid distributor in a first direction, and
(3) selectively outputting a fluid flow in a first fluid output
pattern as opposed to a second output pattern in response to
selectively directing fluid through a first interior opening of a
switching plate as opposed to selectively directing fluid
through a second interior opening of the switching plate that
is angularly offset relative to the first interior opening about
an axis of the switching plate.

Referring now to FIG. 1, an orthogonal side view of a fluid
distributor 100 is shown according to an embodiment of the
disclosure. The distributor 100 may be referred to as compris-
ing a top 102, a bottom 104, and a central axis 106 that
generally extends between the top 102 and the bottom 104. It
will be appreciated that the top 102 and the bottom 104 are
provided to serve as a basis for consistent reference to the
distributor 100 and are not to be interpreted as a limitation of
any application and/or manner of use of the distributor 100.
The distributor 100 generally comprises a fluid input 108, a
first fluid output 110, and a second fluid output 112. In this
embodiment, the fluid input 108 may generally be configured
to receive water from a water supply such as, but not limited
to, a sink faucet, a shower faucet, a water hose, and/or any
other suitable water supply. The first fluid output 110 may



US 9,216,424 B2

3

comprise an array of needle spray holes 114 configured in an
angular array about the central axis 106 to generally selec-
tively provide a plurality of separate and/or individual fluid
flows and/or streams. The second fluid output 112 may com-
prise a generally centrally located hole, aperture, collection of
apertures, and/or an opening 116 that may generally selec-
tively provide an aerated, turbulent, and/or substantially sin-
gular flow of fluid. In alternative embodiments, a first fluid
output and a second fluid output may be configured to provide
any other suitable fluid flow type, such as, but not limited to,
fluid flows comprising other turbulence, aeration, pressure,
flow rate, pattern, array, and/or directionality characteristics.
In this embodiment, the distributor 100 is configured to allow
selective direction of fluid that enters the distributor 100
through the fluid input 108 to exit a selected one of the first
fluid output 110 and the second fluid output 112 substantially
to the exclusion of the other. In some embodiments, the fluid
may be forced by physical seals that prevent fluid from con-
tinuously exiting both the first fluid output 110 and the second
fluid output 112 while in other embodiments, fluid may be
directed out a selected one of the first and second fluid outputs
110, 112 at least partially as a function of the fluid seeking a
path of least resistance although paths to each of the first and
second fluid outputs 110, 112 remain open. In other words, in
some embodiments, fluid may be absolutely directed to one of
the first and second fluid outputs 110, 112 is a function of
purely structural flow paths while in other embodiments, fluid
may be directed to one of the first and second fluid outputs
110, 112 at least partially as a function of a fluid dynamic flow
characteristic of the fluid itself.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, the distributor 100 gener-
ally comprises an outer shell comprising an input ring 118, an
output ring 120, and an intermediate ring 122 generally dis-
posed between the input ring 118 and the output ring 120.
Most generally, the intermediate ring 122 may be angularly
and longitudinally fixed relative to the input ring 118. How-
ever, the output ring 120 may be angularly rotated about the
central axis 106 relative to at least one of the input ring 118
and intermediate ring 122. While components of the distribu-
tor 100 that are generally enveloped by the input ring 118, the
output ring 120, and the intermediate ring 122 are discussed
in greater detail below, an understanding of some embodi-
ments of the disclosure may be generalized by noting that the
above-described rotation of the output ring 120 relative to at
least one of the input ring 118 and the intermediate ring 122
may contribute to selectively directing a fluid flow to exit the
distributor 100 via the first fluid output 110 as opposed to the
second fluid output 112 and/or selectively directing a fluid
flow to exit the distributor 100 via the second fluid output 112
as opposed to the first fluid output 110. In some embodiments,
the output ring 120 may be rotated relative to at least one of
the input ring 118 and the intermediate ring 122 about the
central axis 106 by at least about 360° thereby alternating
selection between the first fluid output 110 and the second
fluid output 112 at least one time as a result of the at least
about 360° rotation. In some embodiments, the at least about
360° rotation may alternate selection between the first fluid
output 110 and the second fluid output 112 more than once as
aresult of the at least about 360° rotation. In this embodiment,
the above-described 360° rotation of the output ring 120
causes six alternations between fluid flow being directed out
of the distributor 100 via the first fluid output 110 and the
second fluid output 112. In alternative embodiments, a dis-
tributor substantially similar to distributor 100 may be con-
figured to provide more or fewer than six alternations
between fluid flow being directed out of the distributor 100
via the first fluid output 110 and the second fluid output 112.
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Referring now to FIG. 3, an orthogonal exploded side view
of'the distributor 100 is shown according to an embodiment of
the disclosure. The distributor 100 further comprises a plu-
rality of sealing devices, such as, but not limited to, a plurality
of washers 124 and a plurality of circumferential seals 126.
The distributor 100 further comprises flow compensator com-
ponents 128, aerator components 130, and mounting compo-
nents 132. The distributor 100 further comprises a body 134
configured to receive at least one fluid flow selection seal 136
into a downward facing concavity of the body 134. In some
embodiments, the fluid flow selection seals 136 (which may
be integrally formed as a ring or other integral shape) may
interface with an upward facing surface of a fluid distribution
plate 138 that comprises fluid distribution apertures 140 dis-
posed in an angular and/or radial array about the axis 106. In
some embodiments, the fluid flow selection seal 136 may be
configured so that when properly angularly aligned with the
fluid distribution plate 138, alternating and/or selected ones
of the fluid distribution apertures 140 are sealed by the fluid
flow selection seal 136. The fluid distribution plate 138 may
further comprise detents 141 configured to interact with a
biased component 143 that serves to indicate a correct angular
positioning of the rotatable components of the distributor
100. The distributor 100 further comprises a fluid flow divider
plate 142 that is generally located downstream relative to the
fluid distribution plate 138. The fluid flow divider plate 142
may comprise a plurality of first internal passages 144 selec-
tively in fluid communication with the fluid input 108 and the
first fluid output 110 and a plurality of second internal pas-
sages 146 selectively in fluid communication with the fluid
input 108 and the second fluid output 112. The plurality of
first internal passages 144 and the plurality of second internal
passages 146 are alternatingly disposed next to each other
about the central axis 106 so that each of the first internal
passages 144 is substantially angularly bounded in both
directions by second internal passages 146 and so that each of
the second internal passages 146 is substantially angularly
bounded in both directions by first internal passages 144. In
some embodiments, the first internal passages 144 may direct
fluid flow relatively more radially outward from the central
axis 106 as compared to fluid flow directed by the second
internal passages 146. The distributor 100 may further com-
prise a faceplate 148 and a fluid delivery ring 150 that receives
water from the fluid flow divider plate 142. The first fluid flow
output 110 may be associated with a nozzle 152 that com-
prises the needle spray holes 114. A screw 154 may be used to
retain the rotatable components to the body 134.

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, oblique and orthogonal
views of the fluid flow divider plate 142 are shown, respec-
tively. The first internal passages 144 and second internal
passages 146 may be configured to angularly segregate fluid
paths associated with the first fluid output 110 and the second
fluid output 112. While the fluid flow divider plate 142 and
other associated components for angularly segregating fluid
flow paths for the first fluid output 110 and the second fluid
output 112 are shown as being divided into six angular sec-
tions about central axis 106, other numbers of angular divi-
sions may be utilized in alternative embodiments.

Referring now to FIG. 6, an oblique view of the fluid
distribution plate 138 is shown. While there are six fluid
distribution apertures 140 disposed about central axis 106,
other numbers of fluid distribution apertures 140 may be
utilized in alternative embodiments. In some cases, the num-
ber of fluid distribution apertures 140 may equal the total
number of first internal passages 144 and second internal
passages 146.
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Referring now to FIGS. 7 and 8, orthogonal cross-sectional
side views of the distributor 100 are shown as configured for
flowing fluid from the fluid input 108 to the first fluid output
110 and as configured for flowing fluid from the fluid input
108 to the second fluid output 112, respectively.

Most generally, in operation, the distributor 100 and sub-
stantially similar distributors may be used to select between a
needle spray mode and a centralized acrated fluid output
mode without pushing up or down on the distributor 100.
Further, regardless of which mode the distributor 100 is ini-
tially operating, a user may simply turn twist the output ring
120 in either direction about the central axis 106 thereby
causing the other available fluid output mode to be the next
selected mode.

At least one embodiment is disclosed and variations, com-
binations, and/or modifications of the embodiment(s) and/or
features of the embodiment(s) made by a person having ordi-
nary skill in the art are within the scope of the disclosure.
Alternative embodiments that result from combining, inte-
grating, and/or omitting features of the embodiment(s) are
also within the scope of the disclosure. Where numerical
ranges or limitations are expressly stated, such express ranges
or limitations should be understood to include iterative ranges
or limitations of like magnitude falling within the expressly
stated ranges or limitations (e.g., from about 1 to about 10
includes, 2, 3, 4, etc.; greater than 0.10 includes 0.11, 0.12,
0.13, etc.). For example, whenever a numerical range with a
lower limit, R, and an upper limit, R, is disclosed, any
number falling within the range is specifically disclosed. In
particular, the following numbers within the range are spe-
cifically disclosed: R=R +k*(R,-R,), wherein k is a variable
ranging from 1 percent to 100 percent with a 1 percent incre-
ment, i.e., k is 1 percent, 2 percent, 3 percent, 4 percent, 5
percent, ... 50 percent, 51 percent, 52 percent, . . ., 95 percent,
96 percent, 97 percent, 98 percent, 99 percent, or 100 percent.
Moreover, any numerical range defined by two R numbers as
defined in the above is also specifically disclosed. Use of the
term “optionally” with respect to any element of a claim
means that the element is required, or alternatively, the ele-
ment is not required, both alternatives being within the scope
of the claim. Use of broader terms such as comprises,
includes, and having should be understood to provide support
for narrower terms such as consisting of, consisting essen-
tially of, and comprised substantially of. Accordingly, the
scope of protection is not limited by the description set out
above but is defined by the claims that follow, that scope
including all equivalents of the subject matter of the claims.
Each and every claim is incorporated as further disclosure
into the specification and the claims are embodiment(s) of the
present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A fluid distributor, comprising:

a component configured for selective rotation about a cen-
tral axis of the fluid distributor;

a fluid input;

a first fluid output in selective fluid communication with
the fluid input; and

asecond fluid output in selective fluid communication with
the fluid input; and,

a fluid flow divider plate comprising:

a plurality of first internal passages selectively in fluid
communication with the fluid input and the first fluid
output;

a plurality of second internal passages selectively in
fluid communication with the fluid input and the sec-
ond fluid output;
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wherein the plurality of first internal passages and the
plurality of second passages are alternatingly dis-
posed next to each other about the central axis so that
each of the first internal passages is substantially
angularly bounded in both directions by second inter-
nal passages and so that each of the second internal
passages is substantially angularly bounded in both
directions by first internal passages; and,

wherein rotation of the component in a first direction about

the central axis alternates selection between the first

fluid output and the second fluid output and at least one
of (1) the component is configured to rotate about the
central axis by atleast 360° in the first direction and such
rotation of the component about the central axis by at
least 360° provides at least four alternations between
selection of the first fluid output and the second fluid
output and (2) selection of the second fluid output is the
next available fluid output for selection in response to
rotating the component about the central axis away from

a position of the component in which the first fluid

output is selected.

2. The fluid distributor of claim 1, wherein the first fluid
output is configured to provide a needle spray fluid flow
pattern and wherein the second fluid output is configured to
provide a substantially consolidated fluid flow pattern.

3. The fluid distributor of claim 1, wherein the component
comprises a portion of an exterior shell of the fluid distributor.

4. The fluid distributor of claim 1, wherein the rotation of
the component about the central axis moves the component
longitudinally along the central axis.

5. The fluid distributor of claim 1, wherein the component
is configured to resist longitudinal movement along the cen-
tral axis in the absence of rotational movement of the com-
ponent about the central axis.

6. The fluid distributor of claim 1, further comprising:

a plurality of fluid flow selection seals disposed upstream

relative to the fluid flow divider plate; and

a fluid distribution plate disposed between the plurality of

fluid flow selection seals and the fluid flow divider plate,
wherein the fluid distribution plate comprises a plurality
of fluid distribution apertures configured for selective
angular alignment with the plurality of fluid flow selec-
tion seals in response to rotation of the component about
the central axis.

7. A method of selectively distributing a fluid, comprising:

providing a fluid to a fluid input; and

providing a component that allows selection between a first

fluid output and a second fluid output in response to

rotation of the component about an axis; and,
providing a fluid flow divider plate comprising:

a plurality of first internal passages selectively in fluid
communication with the fluid input and the first fluid
output;

a plurality of second internal passages selectively in
fluid communication with the fluid input and the sec-
ond fluid output;

wherein the plurality of first internal passages and the
plurality of second passages are alternatingly dis-
posed next to each other about the central axis so that
each of the first internal passages is substantially
angularly bounded in both directions by second inter-
nal passages and so that each of the second internal
passages is substantially angularly bounded in both
directions by first internal passages; and,

wherein when the component is in a position in which the

first fluid output is selected (1) the next available fluid

output selection in response to rotation of the component
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about the axis in a first direction is the second fluid
output and (2) the next available fluid output selection in
response to rotation of the component about the axis in a
second direction is the second fluid output.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

wherein when the component is in a position in which the

second fluid outputis selected (1) the next available fluid
output selection in response to rotation of the component
about the axis in the first direction is the first fluid output
and (2) the next available fluid output selection in
response to rotation of the component about the axis in a
second direction is the first fluid output.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein rotation of the compo-
nent about the axis by 360° alternates selection between the
first fluid output and the second fluid output at least four
times.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein passing fluid through
the first fluid output comprises distributing the fluid in a
plurality of substantially distinct fluid streams.

11. The method of claim 7, wherein passing fluid through
the first fluid output comprises distributing the fluid in a
substantially consolidated fluid stream.

12. The method of claim 7, wherein selection between the
first fluid output and the second fluid output requires rotation
of'the component about the axis and cannot be achieved only
by longitudinal movement of the component along the axis.

13. The method of claim 7, wherein the component is
constrained to require rotation of the component about the
axis to longitudinally move the component along the axis.

14. A fluid distributor, comprising:

a fluid flow divider plate comprising:

a plurality of first internal passages;

a plurality of second internal passages;

wherein the plurality of first internal passages and the

plurality of second passages are alternatingly disposed
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next to each other about the central axis so that each of
the first internal passages is substantially angularly
bounded in both directions by second internal passages
and so that each of the second internal passages is sub-
stantially angularly bounded in both directions by first
internal passages;

a plurality of fluid flow selection seals disposed upstream

relative to the fluid flow divider plate; and

a fluid distribution plate disposed between the plurality of

fluid flow selection seals and the fluid flow divider plate,
wherein the fluid distribution plate comprises a plurality
of fluid distribution apertures configured for selective
angular alignment with the plurality of fluid flow selec-
tion seals in response to rotation of the component about
the central axis.

15. The fluid distributor of claim 14, wherein the first
internal passages are in fluid communication with a first fluid
output of the fluid distributor and wherein the second internal
passages are in fluid communication with a second fluid out-
put of the fluid distributor.

16. The fluid distributor of claim 15, wherein the first fluid
output comprises a plurality of substantially distinct fluid
output holes.

17. The fluid distributor of claim 16, wherein the second
fluid output comprises a fluid output hole that is substantial
coincident with the central axis.

18. The fluid distributor of claim 17, wherein the first fluid
output and the second fluid output cannot be selected simul-
taneously.

19. The fluid distributor of claim 18, further comprising:

a flow compensator upstream relative to the fluid distribu-

tion plate; and

an aerator downstream relative to the fluid flow divider

plate.



